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A FAREWELL TO DR.
DAVID PONNIAH

It is unequivocal that Dr.Ponniah brought a
unique flavour to S.Thomas' College. The
start of his tenure, was markedly and
manifestly the end of a bygone era and the
birth of a new regime. The success of one’s
tenure is subjective, given that there is no
clear yardstick by which to measure it; yet
undisputable is the fact, that there was a
sense of direction and morality in the
decision making of Dr. David Ponniah. In a
society in which moral depravation is
advocated and admired by most, a sense of
integrity and virtue pervaded the ethos of S.
Thomas’, and this was most refreshing.
Consistency was another characteristic of
his tenure, and this was a clear indication of
his conviction in his ideals. In this sense, it
was not the ‘popular’ decision which was
implemented, but rather, the decision which
he deemed to be righteous.

One must also never forget the process of
“physical restoration” the school underwent.
As Mr. Harshana Perera aptly put it, it took
a civil engineer to identify the need to
restore some of the buildings at College,
whilst at the same time preserving the
essence of those very buildings which have
housed Thomians for well over a century.
Although the practical importance of this is
often appreciated, the aesthetic importance
of this restoration is often overlooked. 1
would not be over-zealous in claiming that
S. Thomas’ College is one of the most
beautiful campus’ in Sri Lanka, and as Dr.
Ponniah identified, the learning
environment that she provides to her
students is of equal importance to the
learning itself.

N

Sir, 1 would not be wrong in stating that you
exemplify the vision of our founders. It must
be recognized that not only did Dr. Ponniah
draw from the magnanimous realm that is
S. Thomas’, he also returned to serve her,
answering the call at a time when she
needed a Warden. Choosing to give back to
College, turning a blind eye to more
lucrative opportunities, certainly is a more
noble deed than simply “talking” about
College, often slanderously. The words of
Albert Einstein comes to mind; “Great spirits
have always found violent opposition from
mediocrities. The latter cannot understand it
when a man does not thoughtlessly submit
to hereditary prejudices but honestly and
courageously uses his intelligence.”

Thank you Sir, for your service to College
and we can assure you, that S. Thomas’
College, is proud of numbering you amongst
her sons. I cannot even begin fo think of a
greater honour.
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A Tribute to Mr. Sarath Wickramaratne

One goes through many teachers from
Kindergarten to the College Forms. Some of
them perform their duty for a mere salary.
While assignments are duly completed and
exams passed, they simply disappear from
mind. What persist in the vast recesses of
one’s memory are only nicknames and
anecdotes of how they walked and talked.
Among the countless many, there are a few
who leave a long lasting impression on their
charges — those who were more than just
teachers. The passage of time fails miserably
to obliterate the memories of fondness and
appreciation we had for a teacher who gave it
all he had from his heart. Many of us who
were fortunate enough to have studied under
him and passed under his guidance may have
forgotten the subject matter and syllabi he
taught — but we learnt lessons from him. That
figure is etched in our minds as one of the
great teachers we have come across.

Mr. Sarath Wickramaratne was one of a kind.
Having taught Geography and Social Studies
for several years at College, he guided and
helped mould the young minds encouraging
them to scale the heights of excellence and
reach their full potential while emphasizing
the necessity of a quality and fruitful all-
round education which would provide
fulfilment at the culmination of one’s school
career. While S. Thomas' had birthed the
vision of providing an all-round education
from the very inception, we were indeed
fortunate to have come across a teacher of the
caliber of Mr. Wickramaratne who made this
his mission at College. Stressing the
paramount importance of sports and extra-
curricular activities, he opened the eyes of his
pupils to envision the larger horizon through a
broader perspective and attempted to
inculcate the values of true leadership within
them. It was a well known fact that although
his illustrious career as a teacher spanned
well over two decades, he had only been
absent from school on a handful of occasions,
that too when a pressing need had arisen.
Expressed mathematically,

t;+ t, = 25 years (approx.)

t,;=25-t, im
(t) = 25-t,) tw k- 25

\ t 2 o)
Where; t, = Working Timeand t, =
Leave Taken

His undying desire to see peace within the
borders of Sri Lanka fuelled his passion to
strive and build bridges between the ethnic
communities and religious groups and
promote mutual understanding, which was
distinctly portrayed by the many events he
pioneered at College for achieving this
purpose. He rendered in no small measure,
invaluable service as Master-in-Charge of the
Quiz Club and the Current Affairs Forum to
bring to fruition the aspirations of the student
body.

Mr. Wickramaratne was a selfless individual
whose actions reflected his genuine care and
concern for his students. One might recall how
he would never be hasty to blame a student
with a few trenchant remarks when a mistake
had been made, but attempt to make it into a
positive step by instructing him gently with
paternal compassion. One of the hallmarks
during the tenure of this great teacher was
the ability to build confidence and self-esteem
within the students and encourage them to
come forward into the public eye, namely
through speaking and performing musical
items at Current Affairs

All remember their school days with
nostalgia. Several of us also being in the
Current Affairs Forum reminisce vividly with a
smile on our faces of how our weekly duties at
the sessions comprised of placing a watchful
eye on certain drowsy students occupying the
back rows, edged on towards the land of nod
by the monotonous voice of a sometimes
boring speaker and keeping in check the

Education is what survives when what has been
learned has been forgotten.

B. F. Skinner
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more daring youths who oft made
surreptitious visits to the tuck-shop in order to
consume those unhealthy gastronomic
delights to appease their early-afternoon
pangs of hunger and fortify themselves with
highly coloured soft drinks (these treats were
nevertheless cherished by all, and one could
frequently view students during the school
interval reaching for the food over others’
shoulders with their grubby hands). We also
remember how at one of the Inter-School
Quizzes we organized, as the end of the 1*
round drew near, Mr. Wickramaratne
suddenly discovered that the round actually
consisted of only 9 questions instead of 10
due to an error in the numbering. Although
we scrambled through to insert a suitable
question at the eleventh hour, we recall Mr.
Wickramaratne being unperturbed,
characteristic of his placid temperament in
those rather volatile moments.

While it is said that it is far better to light a
candle rather than curse the darkness, it is
also said that a teacher is like a candle
burning up itself to light the way for others.
Truly, Mr. Wickramaratne was that light and
candle to his students. Our vocabulary may
not be rich enough to find a better way to say
this — but we say THANK YOU SIR and mean
every word. Perhaps it is to teachers in the
unique class of Mr. Wickramaratne, who
contributed significantly and in numerous
ways to the betterment of the College by his
presence in the sphere of teaching and who
worked with unparalleled dedication and
tireless efforts that a debt which cannot be
repaid is owed: that of making men and
gentlemen of those who passed beneath his
shadow and of whom the College will be
proud of numbering among its’ sons.
Reflecting pensively on the noteworthy career
of Mr. Wickramaratne, one will acquiesce,

A Teacher is....
A guide, a mentor in the journey of
attaining knowledge,
The one who has the magic to
change lives with just
The right mix of chalk and talk....
Thank you Sir, for

teaching from the heart along with
your books

-The Quiz Club

Sports Appointment 2009

Athletics

Captain- L.R.F. Beruwalage
Vice Captain- S.C. Makalanda
Secretary- B.K.C. Muthuthanthri
Badminton

Captain- 0.A. Fernando

Vice Captain- M.S. Ranasinghe
Secretary- U.P. Weerasinghe
Basketball

Captain- S.A.A. Gomez

Vice Captain- S.S.M. Muthuthanthri

Secretary- 1.S. Fernando
Carrom

Captain- R.S. Mututantri
Vice Captain- S.N. Godwin

Secretary- M.D.S. Jayasekera

oThe best teacher is the one who suggests rather than dogmatizes, and
inspires his listener with the wish to teach himself. 6

Edward Bulwer -Lytton
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Chess Squash

Captain- S.A. Abeynaike Captain- G. Suwaris

Vice Captain- M.D.S. Jayasekera Vice Captain- S.B. Dodanwela

Secretary- A.P.S. Dias Table Tennis

Hockey Captain- S.D. Gunawardane

Captain- P.L. Nallaperuma Vice Captain- D.T.M.
Samaraweera

Vice Captain- P.M.D. Wijewardane

Secretary- J.U. Abeywarna
Secretary- S.K. Perera

Swimming
Karate

] Captain- D.C. De Silva
Captain- W.G. lllukkumbura

) ) ) Vice Captain- A.C.T. Peiris
Vice Captain- S.N. Samarajeewa

Secretaries- B.A.C.A. Perera
Rugger

) J.P.E.C. Jayasundara
Captain- S.C. Kapuwatte

) ) ) Water Polo
Vice Captain- M.W.A.J. Jayasuriya

Captain- D.C. De Silva
Secretary- R.P.S.

Gunasekera Vice Captain- M.A. Abeysekera

Rifle Shooting Secretary- B.A.C.A. Perera

Captain- A.E.
Wickramanayake

Other College Offices

Vice Captain- J. Bandara ]
Choir Leader - M.A. Jesudasan

Secretary- S. Latif ) ) N
Senior Sacristan — D.W.L. Sirisena

Soccer

Captain- A.P.S. Dias ] ]
Social Work & Welfare Society :

Vice Captain- T.T.D. Silva ] )
President- R.S. Mututantri

Secretary- L.D. Jeyaweerasingan

Vice-President-S.S.M. Muthuthanthri

Scouting
Secretary- M.D.S. Jayasekera

Troop Leader- V.R. Ladduwahetty

Asst. Troop Leader- H.A. De Mel
0o0One man practicing sportsmanship is better than a
hundred teaching it.6

Knute Rockne
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CRICKET — Under 19 Inter School Matches

Nalanda vs. S. Thomas’— 2"& 3" of
January 2009

The College U-19 cricket team
scored 271 for 9 declared
against Nalanda College aided
by C. Pathirana and L.Peiris who
made 82 runs each. Although
the opposing team was in a
precarious position of 36 for 4
they managed to score 209 runs
and draw the match.

St Benedict’s vs. S. Thomas’—5" & 6™
of January 2009

The St. Benedict’'s team bundled out the
Thomians to a low score of 118 in reply to
the home team’s score of 250 for 9 declared
in the U-19 inter-school match at Kotahena
on the 5™ and 6™ of January. The College
team, which was forced to follow on with a
deficit of 132 runs ended on 160 for 5 when
stumps were drawn.

Isipatana vs. S. Thomas’ 9" &
10" of January 2009

The College team was bowled
) out for 135 chasing a score of

155 by Isipatana at the College
. grounds on the 10" of January.
The opposing team was bowled
out for a low score of 107 aided
by the excellent bowling of S.
Premaratne who took out 4
wickets for 19 runs. The
Thomians chasing 132 in 35 overs managed
to reach the target in the 27" over.

Ananda vs. S. Thomas’ — 16" & 17™ of
January 2009

EDITORIAL

As the Christmas stockings are packed away neatly in a
box and the remains from that ‘happening’ New Year
party cleared, we find ourselves packing our bags and
walking through the gates to that familiar site, of the
chapel on the tallest hillock of a campus that we know
only as the ‘school by the sea’.

Firstly we would like to welcome the newcomers, both
young and old to the best school in the world.

It is that time of year where we bid farewell to the senior
boys of our College as their final days at the School by
the sea slowly draws near.

However it is not only to the senior boys that we bid
farewell this year. The dawn of 2009 has seen the
retirement of a few great individuals who had dedicated
their lives through many years of committed and
passionate service towards the boys and college.
Amongst these individuals, the greatest loss is that of the
Warden, Dr. David Ponniah. His absence shall be felt by
all.

Also to leave us this year is the Headmaster and deputy
Headmistress of the Middle School, Mr. Sarath
Wickramaratne and Mrs. Ranjini Abeynaike. After a
service of over fifty years between them, these two
individuals have been pillars of strength to all those who
were lucky enough to have been touched by them. Their
departure from the corridors of S. Thomas’ would be the
biggest loss for Her as yet.

We wish these individuals the best of luck and have
dedicated this issue of the Ternion to their greatness

Ananda off spinner M. Perera with a match
bag of 11 for 108 helped the
opposing side to pull off a five
wicket win over the College team in
the U-19 inter-school cricket
encounter concluded at Ananda
Mawatha on the 17" of January.

The opposing team was able to
restrict the Thomians to a score of e
126 on both innings. Although the A
match was in favour of a draw the ‘
opposition team reached the target of 90
runs in 13 overs.

OBaseball has the great advantage over cricket of being sooner

endedod

George Bernard Shaw
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The ‘O’ Level Experience

The year started with a simple happy New
Year hug and kiss from everyone. For most
it was just another year, come and gone.
For me however it marked the year 1 lay a
solid foundation for my future. 1t was the
year 1 would face the fabled G.C.E Ordinary
Level Exam.

As we drudged ourselves back to College,
we were allocated to our respective classes
by our head-master Mr. Maurice who
welcomed us back by using all his oratory
talents to describe the tough year ahead.
Indeed this speech sent shivers up most our
spines. Yet as days went by we had our fair
share of fun and laughter. However amidst
the laughter one person would always spoil
it by bringing up those dreaded words we
desperately wanted to avoid, ‘0" Levels. |

The days flew past at a cyclonic pace and
before we knew it, the day had come! We
entered through the gates of college,
nervous looks on most our faces, as we tried
to assure ourselves that the paper would not
be too hard. Time passed by and we were
told to go upstairs to our respective classes.
We took our seats and the bell rang which
meant the papers would be handed any
moment. A simple prayer by everyone made
us feel better. While 1 was sitting there in
my place all tensed up, 1 thought to myself,
the years of build up and hype boils down
to these few days. All those days and long
nights of tuition and study would be
worthless if we did not perform here.

After the paper was over we formed
different groups, each one discussing how
they wrote the paper and trying to evaluate
how easy or hard it was. On the other side a
few played football, either trying to ignore
the paper they had sat or having simply
come to terms with the fact that their paper
is over and talking about it could only cause
fear for the paper ahead.

Those were the days.There was so much
freedom, with no teachers or prefects telling
you what to do. Days went by and so did
the papers. We blazed through each one,
until the day of our controversial Math
paper arrived. Many boys came to school
boasting of the many hours of Maths tuition
they had taken the previous day. Some did
not care about what they had to say while
some were amazed. When the paper was
over ironically the boys who blew their own
trumpets came out looking white as ghosts.
The boys who were not interested in what
they had to say ridiculed them and made
fun of them.

After getting home 1 thought to myself; if 1
tell my mother the paper was tough she
would start scolding me saying that 1 did
not do enough work so I thought 1 will say it
was average. But someone had already
called my mother and told her about their
son’s opinion on the paper and she was not
in the best of moods. Like trying to
extinguish a burning fire with hay, 1 told her
about the paper.

Finally it came to the last day of our
exams. We had Business Studies on that
day. The magnitude of the paper was
overshadowed by the merriment and joy of
the last day of our exams. It was the day all
the fun would start, the day we would not
hear our parents nagging us to study
anymore ( at least for sometime!) The paper
was rather easy. As soon as the bell rang
and our papers were taken our batch was
happy as kids would be in a toy store. There
was one moment where our class, U6A
English Medium got together to say their
good-byes since we had been together for
six long years. Six of the best, 1 should say.
Now when we think about the ‘O’ levels we
would have a good laugh about it. All in all
my O level experience was so far the best
time of my life. 1t will remain the same until
our results come out.

Neomal Wickramasekera

OWhat is important is to keep learning, to enjoy challenge, and to
tolerate ambiguity. In the end there are no certain answers. 6

Martina Horner .



http://www.facebook.com/search_redirect.php?q=neomal&fc=0&gc=0&cl=300&rc=61&rank=1&friends=0&sns=0&sf=i&init=s:quick&cururl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fs.php%3Fref%3Dsearch%26init%3Dq%26q%3DNeomal%26sid%3D06bd059bfd60099b6383d8f5b47a80e6&is_friend=&sid=06bd059bfd60099b6383d8f5b47a80e6&num_uq=1&id=778935531&o_type=1&rid=0&ab=X&t=c:name&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D778935531%26hiq%3Dneomal
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A Tribute to Mrs. Ranjini It was only yesterday that there was a
problem that arose in the Middle School

A—bem Canteen. The complaints were numerous..
MrS. Abeynaike served College for 25 years “Miss this.....” and “Miss that....” from the
and left us a legend which will live in the boys. The Canteen Manager, it seems did
hearts and lives of every student whose life not give them the correct change. The
she touched and moulded. Canteen Manager reported to her a story
like the Jack of Hearts who stole the tarts
She was not so interested in rupees and and took them all away! The boys, he
cents. Her passion was to imbibe good moaned, had run away with the goodies,
sense, and right values into the lives without paying. No problem was
entrusted to her. She not only taught music. impossible for Mrs. Abeynaike to solve. She
She laboured to extract the music hidden came up with the queuing system and could
within every little soul. She saw both the often be seen standing, a pillar of guidance
potential and the limitations. Thus she to the students in order to maintain this
played on each child as on an instrument system. Thus she turned the Middle School
capable of producing its own unique type of Canteen into a Model School Canteen!
music.
Mrs.Abeynaike was a quiding, encouraging,
She didn’t halt there. She followed up on advising force not only among her pupils,
each student’s general conduct. She was she was a strength to her peers. New
there to solve their problems, settle teachers especially, we are told, took her
disputes, and exert diSCipline with ease. She advice and were encouraged to go on.
even discussed matters with parents of Sometimes we boys can be cruel to new
children who had problems. She never teachers!!!
minced her words, frank, forthright —wrong
was wrong whoever the culprit. But she did In our opinion, the finest tribute she
not leave such ones there — she took pains received came from the little boys —all
to guide them on the right path teary-eyed. 1t seems, they each even gave
her a parting note. One such read thus “
She was Teacher-in-Charge of the Hewisi Goodbye Miss .... and lead a good Christian
Band; the Western Music Band and the life.”
Classical Music Association. In each of these
capacities, she did not have to demand Mrs. Abeynaike could have remained in
obedience. (we all know the many ills we College for many more years to come.
boys are prone to inflict on our Certainly “age had not dimmed her; nor
teachers!!!1), she commanded respect. custom staled.” But she has chosen to leave
Mrs. Abeynaike encouraged, advised and us, leaving behind a song in our hearts.

was the strength behind any event. She
praised, she pushed, she advised .....all this
with great tact because she wanted us boys

“When she speakdhe air, a chartered
libertine, is still, And the mute wonder lurked
i n the st Todteahherssweetarmdr s

to believe we did it on our own. Her secret honeyed sentences. 0
was, that despite the disciplinarian she was

— she carried the gentle, loving heart of a -The Classical Music Association

Mother.

oMusic is a discipline, and a mistress of order and good manners, she makes the
people milder and gentler, more moral and more reasonabled

Martin Luther
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