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The Mentor of the Science Section 

 
The Headmaster of the Science section 
retired after 37 years of service. We 
decided to give an account of him in the 
perspective of a student at the science 
section. 
 
As we made our way into the section just 
after our O/levels, we were immediately 
ushered into the physics lab. There was a 
huge noise amongst all the boys and then 
when he came in there was pin drop 
silence. We all knew how tough Mr. Siri 
Edirisinghe could be on discipline. We 
certainly knew that we would not be able 
to get up to our old pranks in here 
without facing certain punishment.  
 
He started his speech. From the 
beginning Mr. Siri Edirisinghe gave us 
no doubt that we were about to 
experience true pain in studies and not to 
even think that what we did for our O/Ls 
would be enough. I realized he was just 
giving us the true picture of how things 
were. Mr. Siri Edirisinghe was not a 
pessimist. He was a realist and where 
there were thorns he would be sure to 
look upon them and realize that they 
were there and there were no roses in 
them.  
 
I remember after the second term results, 
one of my friends who had got below 
average marks was immediately given a 
talking to in front of the whole section. 
Instead of being put down by these 

Perhaps the only silver lining in this term is 
the time change which lets you get up half 
an hour earlier. The second term is the term 
where academic work begins to count as the 
year draws closer to its end. It is also 
notably the most boring term for the whole 
year.  
 
The 2nd term commenced with the long 
feared results of the G.C.E. O/L exams 
being released. We are proud to note that 9 
of our students achieved the maximum of 8 
A’s. We the editors congratulate them on a 
job well done and hope that they will keep 
up the good work in their coming years in 
college. 
 
Inspite of the fact that many are sitting for 
exams, the Thomian family got together to 
enjoy some magic on our ground in the 
form of a play “The Chronicles of Narnia.” 
This was the biggest production the College 
has seen for some time. We hope to see 
another major production in the future.  
 
At the same time there was a different kind 
of a celebration in the life of a very special 
person at College. The Editors wish to 
congratulate our Sub Warden and Mrs. 
Perera on the birth of their second child. 
 
Going away from our customary interviews, 
we decided to interview a lady who is very 
close to the Thomians in a different manner 
(especially in March). We would like to 
thank Mrs. Nirmali Wickremesinghe the 
Principal of Ladies College for lending us 
time for the interview. 
 
Since this is the beginning of a new term we 
wish you all the best in the coming days of 
school.  
 
ESTO PERPETUA 

   EDITORIAL 



remarks he resolved to work much 
harder and did an admirable job of 
pulling his marks up to the above 
average level. Such was Mr. Siri 
Edirisinghe’s way of working with the 
students of his section. When any 
student is performing below average his 
suggestion seemed to be to take another 
course. It was just his way of saying 
“you are going to fail no matter what 
unless you do something about it right 
now”.  
 
Mr. Siri Edirisinghe was also a big 
believer in discipline. He was indeed 
second to none when it came to keeping 
up the discipline. He could with ease 
control the entire section single-
handedly and no student would be stupid 
enough to try and cross his path. Even 
the prefects were not spared. They were 
made come on time, notwithstanding 
their duties. 
 
In fact when it came to him keeping the 
discipline in the section that is where I 
had some of the best moments in the 
section. Many a time we would be 
playing rugby with a water bottle inside 
the class room or we would be 
attempting to create a new sport by 
seeing who could run the highest up the 
wall (our foot prints still remain on the 
wall) we would get a “red alert” that Mr. 
Siri was on his way up and we would 
rush to clear up the proof of our work 
which seemed to be strewn all around 
the class room. Many a time we would 
get caught as well and we were simply 
thrown out of the classroom for the rest 
of the period or asked to stand in front of 
his office for the rest of that period. (We 
were lucky enough to be spared the task 
of asking our parents to accompany us to 
school the next day)  
 

Apart from the role he played as head 
master of the section he also was a 
skilled teacher. A little monotonous at 
times but whatever he taught sunk in and 
if there was any question that a student 
found hard he was there anytime. I 
myself have found myself confronted 
with some twisted questions that some 
evil person setting the AL paper 
managed to come up with and when I 
went to Mr. Siri Edirisinghe he 
immediately gave me the solution to my 
problems. He was always there at 
anytime to give us a clue about the world 
of Physics.  
Mr. Siri Edirisinghe was not just feared, 
but utterly respected by students of all 
time. There is a time when we’ve just 
joined the science section that we tend to 
hate his methods. Yet as time passes we 
realize that he did all that for the love of 
the school and especially for the love of 
his science section. It was his meticulous 
methods of discipline that brought good 
results at College. In fact there was not a 
single student with 4As in this section 
before he took over. 
 
The day that Mr. Siri Edirisinghe left 
was indeed a day that the school suffered 
a huge loss. There is no way to tell what 
the future might bring but it is certain 
that it will be a Herculean task to find 
someone to take over for Mr. Siri 
Edirisinghe and work in the same 
manner as him. The only things we can 
do are trying and uphold the values and 
morals that Mr. Siri Edirisinghe did his 
best to instil in us. 
 
The Ternion wishes a peaceful 
retirement to Mr. Siri Edirisinghe. 
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“As a well-spent day brings happy sleep, so life well used brings 
happy death” 

-Leonardo da Vinci- 



The GCE Ordinary Level results were released during the month of April, and our boys 
did quite well at it this time. Out of 170 students who sat 156 students qualified. Out of 
them 9 students did extremely well to obtain 8As. Another 8 of them obtained 7As + 
B/C. The following are the names of the students who obtained 8As: 
 

·  S. R. De Alwis 
·  V.L.B. Galpoththage 
·  Y.D. Hippola 
·  K.Y. Halangoda 
·  S.C.R. Wanniarchy 
·  M.V. Peiris 
·  H.D.K. Silva 
·  S.A. Wijesinghe 
·  D.S. Wickramasooriya 

 
We congratulate them on their brilliant performance and wish them all the very best in 
their A/L studies or any other course of study they take up. 

 
Interacting for development 
 
The Interact Club concluded the Interact 
year 2005/06 by organizing an area 
development project on 18th and 19th 
June. This project targeted a rural village 
named Meegahakiwula in the Badulla 
District.  
 
The project was organized by the 
community service director of the club, 
Ranushka De Silva. This was a truly 
memorable event for the Interactors.  
 

Under the phase I of the project, a health 
camp was organized. Around 1000 
patients were examined and given free 
medicine by professionals.  
 
Next, they conducted a donation 
programme of stationery items, school 
shoes, school uniforms and other 
fundamental necessities for the poverty 
stricken students of the area.  
 
Finally the members donated 40 litres of 
paint to the municipal council of 
Meegahakiwula. 

������� �
�

·  	
��	�������
��
���������������������
������������� �������
������������
���������
�� 
����������������������������� 
�������� ���� ��������������
�
���� �
 ��������
��

·  ���������
��� ��
���!"���������
�#����
����$������� ������������������
�
���������
��#����%"����

·  	
�� &������ '�������� ������ �(���� ���� $����� 
���� �"�� ��� ��)� ����
%"���� 	
�� '�*'� ������ �(����������� ���� �
�� ��"������ ��� �
�� �������
����������������"����
�)��+��
��
��
���������"�#��� ��
�����(�����
�

��

�� ���������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
 ������������������������
��
���� �

“Iron rusts from disuse; stagnant water loses its purity and in cold weather 
becomes frozen; even so does inaction sap the vigour of the mind.” 

-Leonardo da Vinci- 



Extaztic! 
 
The United Nations Club organized a 
musical concert named ‘Extaztic’. It was 
held at the Bishops College Auditorium 
on the 9th of April.  
 
A full house was treated to a collection 
of excellent performances varying from 
the traditional Can Can to a sizzling 
Brazilian dances mixed with the power 
packed Thomian Hewisi Band as well as 
other leading bands such as Wildfire and 
the ever famous Charin.  
 
The proceeds of this great show will be 
utilized in their community service 
projects during this term. 
 
Shooters Appointed! 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the 
Thomian Sport Shooting Association 
was held on the 4th of May. The 
following were appointed as office 
bearers. 
 
Captain:  K.T. Amarasuriya 
 
Vice Captain:  S.B. Dayaratne 
 
Secretary:  S. Abeyratne 
 
Chief Range Officer:    
             D. Wickramasuriya 
 
10-a-side scrum down! 
 
The U17 Western Province 10-a-side 
rugby tournament was held on the 12th 
and 13th of May 2006 at the Royal 
College sports complex.  
 
The college team, which took part in this 
tournament, was captained by N.S.D.S. 
Wickramatillake who did a considerably 

good job in his shoes to keep the players 
moving. Eventually the team was placed 
4th in the tournament. 
 
STC beat Science College, Carey 
College and St. Joseph’s College to 
qualify to the semis and lost against 
Isipathana College (00-07) and St. 
Peter’s College (14-15). 
 
Soccerites on the rise! 
 
The college 1st XI Soccer team competed 
in the Zonal Championship and the 
second round was held at the small club 
grounds on the 2nd of May.  
 
The players did extremely well to defeat 
Science College and Sunananda 
Upananda Vidyalaya and ultimately 
clinched the Zonal Championship.  
 
Consequently the team was qualified for 
the Western Province knockout 
tournament in July. As they are coming 
up after a long time, they’ll need a very 
good cheering squad at this tournament. 
 
Many men squashed by a Thomian! 
 
The SSC Men’s Open Squash 
Tournament was held from 21st to the 
28th of May.  
 
It was won by our own Eranga Alwis. 
This became an unprecedented 
achievement as he is the first ever school 
boy to win this tournament.  
 
He ranks at the third spot according to 
the current squash player ranking in Sri 
Lanka. 
 
The Ternion congratulates him on this 
remarkable achievement. 
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“Human subtlety . . . will never devise an invention more beautiful, more simple or 
more direct than does nature because in her inventions nothing is lacking, and nothing is 

superfluous.” 
-Leonardo da Vinci- 



For this issue of the Ternion we decided 
to interview a lady who is linked to 
college in an indirect manner. Amidst 
the never ending chatter of students 
around we seated ourselves for a 
pleasant chat with Mrs. Nirmali 
Wickremesinghe the Principal of Ladies’ 
College.  
 
 Can you tell us a bit about your 
career? 
 
Well… After I left university at the age 
of 22 I started my teaching career in 
government service at Sinhala Maha 
Vidyalaya Trincomalee where my 
husband was also posted. After that I 
was transferred to Harischandra Maha 
Vidyalaya and thereafter to St. Johns 
Nugegoda. After that I retired from 
government service and went abroad to 
the republic of Seychelles where I was 
an English teacher.  
 
I came back to Sri Lanka in 1994 and 
taught English, Biology and Chemistry 
as a part time teacher. These were the 
subjects that I taught up to 1997 when I 
was offered the post of Vice Principal at 
Bishops College and after that I spent 
one and a half years at British School 
Colombo where I initiated a teacher 
training programme which was highly 
successful and after that in 2003 I 
became the principal of Ladies College. 
 
Do you think being a principal at a 
girls school is comparatively an easier 
task? 
 
I don’t think so at all. Actually the first 
two schools I taught at were boys’ 
schools and then a mix school and I love 
teaching boys. I actually miss teaching 
boys and I’d actually like to try my hand 
at your warden’s job as well for a while!  

What do you find challenging about 
your students? 
 
Actually I find my role as principal 
challenging, but not necessarily the girls. 
I try to give them the exposure that I 
have gained through out my career and 
to me they are very helpful and not in the 
least a bit challenging 
 
Miss, have there been any drastic 
changes you’ve made at Ladies 
College? 
 
I don’t believe in drastic change. This 
school has flourished for the past 106 
years without any drastic change and I 
believe there is no need for any change 
as such, but I have made a few slight 
changes here and there and I have found 
that the students are favourable and more 
understanding about change when it is 
done through consultation. 
 
 Would you say “LCites” are unique, 
and if so in what way? 
 
Yes I can definitely say they are unique. 
The character found in our girls is what I 
find unique. Our founder Ms Lillian 
Nixon a 26 year old, strong hearted 
church missionary with plenty of 
character and spirit built this school 
along with many other great women and 
all their characteristics have been 
inherited by our girls and that is why I 
believe an LCite has the power to stand 
by what she believes in and to stand out 
regardless of general opinion. 
 
Miss, would you credit college for its 
old boy’s of whom, one is your 
husband? 
 
Oh yes I do credit college for my 
husband, he’s a gentleman, strong in 
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“All our knowledge has its origins in our perceptions.” 
-Leonardo da Vinci- 



religious beliefs and a true Thomian as 
are the other Thomians I know. 
 
 Would you say there is difference in 
Thomians then and now? 
 
Actually I couldn’t really comment on 
that properly because at present my 
relation with present Thomian 
schoolboys does not extend much, but in 
general I believe a Thomian is always a 
Thomian and that will not change with 
time. 
 
 We have heard of a rumour of a joint 
production between the two schools. 
What are your views on that? 
 
Yes I was once approached by Mr. 
Vinodh Senadheera on this matter and I 
thought it was a wonderful idea. Both 
schools have been at the forefront in 
many dazzling productions and a joint 
venture would no doubt bring about a 
top notch show, but of course there will 
have to be a bit of monitoring as well. 
After all they are boys and girls! 
 
 What do you think of the Thomian 
administration? 
 
I think S. Thomas’ has a wonderful 
administration headed by Dr. Ponniah 
whom I know on a personal note as well 
and I think College is very lucky to have 
old boys like him to uphold the 
traditions and the spirit of S. Thomas. 
 
 What do you think of the behaviour 
of present Thomians? 
 
I think Thomians are most well behaved. 
Even if you take the trucking incidents I 
find the Thomians most polite and 
obedient even at the point of being inside 
a girl’s school with vast opportunities of 

wrong doing, unlike some school boys 
from other institutions even arriving 
intoxicated.  
 
I have never come across a Thomian I 
have disapproved of. Especially on this 
trucking business I find even old 
Thomians heroically reminiscing on 
great escapes when even they went 
trucking and I find it quite amusing and 
one could certainly call it a kind of 
tradition. I know a few good stories on 
this matter too. 
 
 Would you relate to us one of these 
stories? 
 
Once I remember when I was a school 
girl when the boys had invaded, our 
principal Mrs. Simon who was a stocky 
lady very prim and proper and very lady 
like was danced with by a set of boys 
whom she had tried to escort out. And 
after that incident she declared these 
days a school holiday. Luckily for the 
boys the holiday was cancelled later on 
other wise you boys would have had to 
jump into an empty school! 
 
We have heard of your hospitality in 
the boy’s moment of distress while 
trucking, can you further elaborate on 
your gesture? 
 
I am not a believer in calling the police 
to get rid of some school boys ready to 
have some fun, but I must tell the boys 
that although I am tolerant it is 
sometimes very tiring when boys start 
jumping from the Friday before the big 
match which leaves me and the staff 
exhausted through out the week. I just 
request the boys not to come in that early 
next time at least. 
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“Whoever in discussion adduces authority uses not intellect but memory.” 
-Leonardo da Vinci- 



Well miss, what would you like to say 
to our readers finally? 
 
S.Thomas’ College and Ladies College 
share a relationship which goes right 
back to its Anglican roots and this 
connection has matured and I believe 
both schools are bound together in a way 
that they are almost essential to each 
other. I am always delighted to see 
Thomian boys and Ladies College girls 
coming with their children. I sincerely 
hope this relationship full of value, trust 
and friendship will flourish furthermore. 
      
Oarsmen row on 
 
The STC rowing crew participated in the 
recently concluded BRC International 
Rowing Championships held in Calcutta, 
India.  
 
The college was represented by three 
crews (two senior & one junior) at this 
regatta. 29 teams competed in the senior 
category and the Thomian A Four made 
it to the semi-finals where they lost by 
one second to the state champions. 
Finally they won the Bronze. 
 
Six teams competed in the junior 
category and the Thomian junior A four 
did well to make it to the finals. Yet they 
lost to their Bengal rivals due to a 
technical difficulty. 
 
The Chronicles Unfold 
 
The Drama Society of S. Thomas’ 
College staged the musical production 
The Chronicles of Narnia: The lion, the 
witch and the wardrobe on the 25th, 26th, 
27th, 28th and 29th of May, 2006. It was a 
spell-binding performance on the whole. 
The College Hall had been transformed 
in a most magnificent manner in that the 

stage had been extended a further six 
feet, there was a ramp leading almost up 
to the back of the hall, and a staircase 
and a ladder had been erected, both 
leading up to alternative balcony wings. 
Immaculately designed set-pieces and 
props served to further enhance the 
magical backdrop necessary for such a 
gargantuan dramatic endeavour. 
 
 Speaking of the drama, special 
commendations go out to Dilesh Dias 
(the witch), Shanil Wijesinha (Aslan), 
Denham David (Maugrim) and Tarik 
Jayasuriya (Tumnus), for their 
commendable acting skills, and character 
portrayals. Ranshan Gomez (Peter), 
Shehan Gomez (Susan), Mario 
Attanayake (Edmund), Dinel Dias and 
Anushka Samarasinghe (Lucy) are also 
to be commended.  
 
Furthermore, Arjun De Alwis (Mrs. 
Beaver), Dilan John (Father Christmas), 
Malinka Ranasinghe (the dwarf), 
Andrew Alphonsus (the Professor), 
Jurinez Shadrach (Mrs. Mc Ready), 
Chaminda Dias (Leopard), Suranthaka 
Cabraal (Leopard) and Milindra 
Kulugammana (Mr. Beaver) played their 
supporting roles very well. 
 
The singers who were hand picked out of 
a large number of applicants performed 
admirably and made sweet music indeed, 
singing from behind the main platform-
extension.  
 
A magical fireworks display rounded off 
an evening of brilliant entertainment for 
all ages. The Dram-Soc would like to 
thank Master Vinodh Senadeera, without 
whose guidance and direction, this play 
would have never even been attempted. 
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“Patience serves as a protection against wrongs as clothes do against cold; for if you put 
on more clothes as the cold increases, it will have no power to hurt you. 

Obstacles cannot crush me; every obstacle yields to stern resolve.” 
-Leonardo da Vinci- 
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