Hockey
marathon ends

The 9™ annual Royal- Thomian
hockey encounter, held on the
22" of November, turned out

to be a sizzler, going down to
the wire before ending on a surprising note,
with both teams being declared winners.
Judging by their performance, the team’s 3-
0 win in the Trinity-Thomian encounter the
previous week to recapture the Warden
Neville De Alwis Memorial Challenge
Shield, was just the warm-up it needed to
get ready for the all-important “Roy-Tho”.

The first half proved to be relatively
uneventful while the second half saw the
game ramp up as first P.M.D. Wijewardena
and then P.L. Nalapperuma scored for S.
Thomas'. However, a few minutes later
Royal turned the tables by scoring two goals
in quick succession, leaving the game in the
balance.

At fulltime the match was deadlocked at 2-
all and extra time failed to provide a result
as well. In the penalty shoot-out the
Thomians managed to put in three goals- a
feat that was matched by the Royalists. This
was followed by a “first-to-miss-loses”
round, where both teams matched

themselves once again, keeping the game
level.

After this, just as another round was to be
held, it was announced that the heads of
the two schools had decided to declare both
teams as winners due to bad light- an
anticlimactic (and to some disappointing)
end to an excellent game. Nonetheless, the
match  was intensely exciting and
absorbing, with interest in it waxing as the
light waned.

The team was captained by A.U.B. Kohana,
who was named Best Player of the Match;
mention must also be made of P.M.D.
Wijewardena, P.L. Nallapperuma and L.L
Perera who played outstanding hockey. A
great job by the entire team! m
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE
CHAPLAIN

The Ternion sat down to talk with another
important  personality in school, the
Chaplain, Rev. Canon Lloyd Weerasuriya,
who has been the Chaplain at College for
the past six years and will be leaving us at
the end of this year.

Could you tell us a something about yourself
and your roots?

1 had my primary education at St. Xavier's
College, Marawila. After my education there
1 began my life in youth as an English
Teacher in a Church of Ceylon School. At the
take over of the Church School | became a
Government Servant in the same school.
After six years of being an English Assistant
1 joined the divinity school in Colombo for
my theological training. I was made Deacon
in 1964 and was ordained priest in 1965.

What made you decide to become a priest?

Firstly I never intended to be a priest. I was
always a happy-go-lucky type of person
from my boyhood. If ever any of my friends
or relatives organized a party, | would be
first on the list of invitees. This was mainly
because I liked to sing, dance and keep the

party going.

1t was as a youth that 1 joined the Church of
Ceylon Youth Movement and became an
active member. From the movement 1 was
selected to be a prison visitor. For about 10
years | visited the Welikada prison every
other week, sharing the problems of its
Christian prisoners and often praying with
them. 1t was through this and my
association with the C.Y.M., that I found my
calling to the ministry.

When did you first join S. Thomas’ College?

My first appointment to College was in
August 1980. At that time 1 was the priest in
charge of the St. Michael’s church in
Luxupathiya. At the time the then chaplain
of the school had gone on leave for further
education and so 1 was appointed chaplain.

Due to the unfortunate experience of flood
water coming into my quarters in College, 1
asked for a transfer and went back to a
parish. In 2002 the Bishop of Colombo once
again offered me the position of College
chaplain, and I was happy to accept the
same.

During these six years, what experience has
had the greatest impact on you?

It is my main work here -that is, the chapel
service- that has had a great impact on me.
What I most appreciate and value is the
ritualistic high mass and the glorious
singing of the choir which usually makes
every service heavenly. The important
feature of all who worship in the chapel
Sunday by Sunday is the unity and the piety
in their worship. The past and present boys
love their school. Their loyalty to their alma
mater and the pride to be called a Thomian
strengthens the unity and the family bond
of Thomians. This stands as an example to
society.

Speaking on unity, what do you think has
helped College preserve this very strong
bond?

S. Thomas’ has always been unique. There
has always been a strong spirit of
comradeship among the boys. 1t is like

“1t 1s

Christmas i n the

hear't

W.T. Ellis
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being part of one big family. There are no
barriers of religion, nationality, language or
social status here in school. We are all one,
“bound in holy love”. This extended family
of Thomians is spread all throughout the
world. All of these individuals are held
together by the traditions of the College and
their strong love towards their alma mater.
These two things have created and helped
preserve an atmosphere of equality and
unity in college.

Speaking of traditions, do you think the
state of modern society has had an impact
on our boys?

Today we live in a world which is full of evil
and corruption. The youth is influenced by
modern technology. Young ones spend most
of their free time at websites on the internet.
These young minds are disturbed by what
they see and hear.

The fact that working parents do not have
much time to spend with their growing
children has created a lack of parental love,
advice and guidance that these children
need. Thus the final result is that children
become undisciplined. This indiscipline is
not confined to their homes but they bring it
even to the school, so yes, society does have
an impact us.

Do you think that teachers have to take a
tougher stance to fight this growing trend?

Today children spend more time with their
teachers than they do with their parents.
Therefore, in the present context teachers
need to be close to the children, get to know
them better and understand them better, so
that the children can share their problems
with them.

Teachers should never humiliate their
students. They must, while being firm, offer
advice to their students and try to counsel
them.

What message would you like to give the
students about education and its
importance in their lives?

Today education challenges us to realise
that it involves the development of the
whole individual, physically, mentally and
spiritually. Primary education has on the
whole taken this seriously and it is often
said that the best education takes place
between 5-11 years of age.

Education should be concerned with
affirming and setting the individual on the
road of exploration rather than destroying.
At the end of formal education an individual
should have some vision for himself.

What final advice would you give all
Thomians?

My final advice is, with the education that
you receive, fashion your life to play a part
in the wider community and always be
sensitive to others.

Let this be the vision and action of all
Thomians past, present and future.

God bless you all.

We would like to thank the Chaplain for all
he has done for College during these past
Six years, and wish him all the best in his
future.

“Christmas is the season for kindling the fire of hospitality in the hall, the dkzmed
of charity in the hearb

Washington Irving
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Surprise, Surprise!

A curious reversal of
expected results was
X} what characterized the
. 6™ annual  Royal-
"%y Thomian  Basketball
: encounter which was
held at the Royal
College courts on the 7™ of November. The
Old Boys match (which had been generally
expected to be a massacre of the Royalists)
was won by a slim margin, 49-45.

Meanwhile the acfua/ match had been
speculated about a great deal, and there
was a large body of opinion, at the
beginning of the year at least, that expected
S. Thomas' to lose the title. Undaunted by
these pessimists (and this reporter must
admit to have been among their number)
the team was able to pull off a stunning
victory, playing basketball that was
stratospheric in  comparison to their
opponents’ standard. The Royal team
seemed a sorry lot, often alarmingly unable
to get anywhere close to their opponents, be
it offensively or defensively, and in the end,
were buried 50-35 by the Thomians.

Captain S.C. Kapuwatte was declared Most
Valuable Player while S.A.A. Gomez was
declared Best Defensive Player. S.S.M.
Muthuthanthri also made a significant
contribution to the win in terms of points.
Congratulations to the team for acquitting
itself brilliantly!

Ever so close!

The under 19 Water
Polo team, despite
an unsuccessful

C\_,‘__,

attempt at recapturing the R.L. Hayman
Trophy, bounced back to reach the finals of

the National Water Polo Championships
2008.

Having beaten teams such as Air Force (12-
8) and MAS Sports Club (6-4, for the first
time in 3 years) the side met Royal College
at the finals on the 14™ of November at the
Sugathadasa Swimming Pool.

The match proved to be a cracker, with goal
after goal being scored by either side,
leaving the scores even throughout. Then, in
the final fifteen seconds, with the scores
tied, Royal managed to get one past the
goalie, and went on to win the game 8-7-
an unfortunate end to a great game.

The under 15 team too reached the finals of
the championship in the junior category,
smashing the daylights out of the Royal
under 15 B team, 16-0. The finals however
proved to be one where fortunes were
reversed as the Royal A team emerged
victorious, 9-5.

Success is, however, the ability to go from
one defeat to another without any loss of
enthusiasm; both Thomian teams have
clearly fulfilled the second part of the
maxim: it's only a matter of time before the
first becomes a reality.

Oarsmen handed their offices!

The torch has been handed down to the
next batch of oarsmen. The office bearers
are as follows:

Captain: D. Jayanetti
Vice- Captain: E.L. Gunawardene
Secretary: R.J.W. Weerasinghe

“May Peace be

your

gi ft at

Anonymous

Chri st mas

~

C


http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Groucho_Marx/
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The Royal Thomian Carrom encounter,
which was held on the 16™ of November,
was won by S. Thomas' College 3-2. The
encounter was a close one with both sides
being evenly balanced before Captain of the
team T.P. Godagamage won the final
match. Well done to the team!

Champs of the ICT quiz 2008

The ICT quiz, organized by the Computer
Club of D.S. Senanayake College, Colombo,
was held on the 30™ of October 2008. The
competition saw twenty of the top schools in
Colombo participate at the event, which
tested the participants on their knowledge
of computer software, hardware and
programming.

The team comprising of A.N. Ahmed Nishad
and C. Dhivaagar, from the Computer Club
of S. Thomas’ managed to secure first place
in the above competition, beating Musaeus
College, the runners up of the tournament
by a thrashing 90 points!

We congratulate the team on their
unquestionable victory at the above event.

Donation of Books

w=== _ The Library Club of S.
\‘\/Thomas' College  has
Q/undertaken the donation of
400 books to the newly opened

provincial library in Balapitiya as a part of

their social service project this year.

These books include novels,
autobiographies and educational
publications. The members personally

visited the library on the 28™ of October to
deliver these books. 1t is refreshing to hear
that clubs such as these, which are
generally perceived to be dead, are in fact

Another year has come to an end, and synonymous
with that are the year end promotion examinations
which will be upon us when you receive this issue.
On a slightly more positive note, the Christmas
holidays are almost here, and the feeling that good
times are just around the corner seems to outweigh
the stress these exams generally bring.

One of the most important events in the College
Calendar, the Carol Service, will be held on the 7™ of
December in the newly renovated Chapel and the
choir will perform again on the 13™ and 14™ of
December to felicitate the Warden who will also be
leaving us at the end of this year.

We thank all those who took the time to write in for
the competition - the best compositions appear in
this issue and we certainly had some difficulty in
limiting ourselves to the best from each of the three
sections, contribution from parents notwithstanding!

We also would like to wish all the ‘Upper Sixers *,
who have been studying hard, the best of luck as
they sit for their O’ Levels which start on the 8™,
and wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Esto Perpetua!

carrying out meaningful and valuable
projects. We hope this is the first of many.

Mistletoe Magic!

The Christmas production organized by the
Canto Perpetua Choir of S. Thomas' College
Mount Lavinia and directed by Mr. Vinodh
Senadeera, titled Mistletoe Magic, will be
held on the 13th and 14th of December
2008 at the Lionel Wendt Theatre from
7.30pm onwards.

With a cast of around 500 participants and
a special performance by Nuovo Vitae, a
group of past Thomian choristers, Mistletoe
Magic will surely be an entertaining event
for the entire family.

“The message of Christmas is that the visible material world is bound to the inv
spiritual world.”

Anonymous
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Inter House Music Quiz

The Inter House Music Quiz, conducted by
the Classical Music Association was held on
the 19™ of November during the current
affairs session at the Hall.

The quiz which consisted of five rounds was
based on all spheres and genres of music,
ranging from the history of early music to
modern day rock.

Stone House emerged the victors of the quiz
while Buck House was placed second. Wood
House came third in the quiz while De
Saram House was placed fourth.

Leo Club Appointments

The Leo Club of S. Thomas' College held its
Annual General Meeting on the 30™ of
October and the following were appointed
office bearers:

President - P.R. Saldin

Vice president - T.R.B Dissanayake
Secretary - V.S.M. Pathirana
Treasurer - C.L. Senanayake

Prize Winners’ articles on Christmas

Christmas is a time for love
As we worship our Lord above
Go to church at midnight
Have fun during daylight

We give presents to friends

As we follow our family trends
The poorer and less fortunate
Find in Santa a joyful mate

It is a time for caring and giving

The poorer and less fortunate

As the star of Bethlehem shines upon us
1 wish you all a Merry Christmas

S. Jayasuriya

Upper 3A

Christmas

‘Christmas is coming the geese are getting
fat, please put a penny in the old man'’s hat’
is a rhyme that signals the coming of
Christmas. Christmas is what we know as
the birthday of our Lord Jesus, who came to
earth to forgive and redeem sinners who
were dying in sin, and most importantly- to
die for us on the cross.

Jesus the Messiah was the long awaited
King for the people of God, but He wasn't
born in a royal palace with drapes and
curtains. He was surrounded possibly by
cows, horses, chickens and the stench of
dung and hay. There He was in a little
village called Bethlehem, lying in a
manger.

In present times Christmas is a day of
sharing and helping. We rejoice that
through the coming of Jesus those that
receive him are made pure and holy
renewed by his precious blood. Christmas is
also a time where we show generosity. We
give freely to others, just as Christ gave
Himself for us as a free gift, a sacrifice for
our sins.

Sometimes people give gifts to draw
attention to their good works and expect
something in return for it. They sing carols
for the fun of it. Let us celebrate Christmas
with Christ at the center, with thanksgiving
for his mercy to us undeserving sinners.

In conclusion I would like to say something
that we should not forget. You would have
seen ‘Happy Xmas' signs in stores. This
shows us that Christmas is overly
commercialized. X is also used for cutting
off the word Christ, taking away the true
meaning of Christmas. let us celebrate
Christmas with joy, hope and thanksgiving
and not let it get clouded by
commercialism.

E.R.C. Hoole

Upper 4A

“Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace
goodwill, to be plenteous inarty, is to have the real spirit of Christmas

Calvin Coolidge
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The True Spirit of Christmas

Mrs. Patricia Tucker walked through the
bustling shopping complex, her son Calder
trudging behind grudgingly. Her hands
were filled with the large bags of the finest
branded  products, as were the
manservant’s, who followed. Gucci, Prada,
Reebok, Nike, Titan, Xylys, all the big
names were there. They went to the car
park where the Bentley waited. They got in
and were driven home.

1t was Christmas time, and the Tuckers were
as busy as they had been on every previous
Christmas. Buying the finest branded gifts
for friends and family, setting up the giant
Christmas tree, organizing their annual
Christmas night feast, it was a busy time for
them. 1t was all in the name of keeping up
their reputation as one of the most
important families in the city.

The next day the Tuckers visited an
orphanage and gave gifts and a lavish meal
to the overjoyed children. The event made it
to the newspapers, a lifestyle magazine and
an interview with the Tuckers was
broadcast on TV.

The watch night service was very grand
indeed. Everyone commented on how
beautiful and handsome the Tuckers looked.
They were ushered to the front pew as was
the normal custom. Everything was
wonderful, and yet, something bothered
Mrs. Tucker. Then another member of the
congregation came along to wish her and
she forgot about it.

TEN YEARS LATER.....

Calder rushed up the stairs to his mother’s
room. He rapped on the door. “You called
for me, Mom?” The door opened revealing a
slightly older picture of his mother. Beauty
creams. ..

“Come in darling. Sit down- 1 have
something to tell you.”

“Peace on earth

He sat on the bed. The one with the leopard
furs.

“When you were younger, we celebrated
Christmas in a different way. We used to
have the most extravagant parties and
functions, we would buy the finest presents
for people and we would make the news
with our donation to the orphanages. It is
now that 1 realize how wrong we were.” She
sighed.

“We were so busy making ourselves look
good that we never had the time to think
about what we were really supposed to be
celebrating. Now 1 understand. You, son,
can change the way you celebrate
Christmas. Don’'t make the same mistakes |
did. Buy all the gifts you want to. But
always leave time to celebrate the true
value of Christmas in your heart. And when
you're giving to the poor, don't let the entire
world know about it, and let it come from
your heart. And that, my son, is the true
spirit of Christmas.”

S.J. Dias

Lower 6C

The classes of the winners were given
“Wonderbars” as promised, and we thank
everyone Wwho took part in the competition.
Special mention must be made of

J. Fernando (Upper 44) and

M. Benedict (Middle 6A)

whose works were highly commendable.

Note must also be made of the few over-zealous
parents who felt they needed fo write in on
behalf of their offspring to secure the prize.
Winning (or ice cream) is most definitely not
everything, please let your child write in next
time. Thank you/ - Ed.

T

Notices

I The Carol Service will be held on the 7™ of
December at the Chapel.

' The Colours Night will be held on the 9™ of
December at the College Hall.

wi | | come to" stay,

Helen Rice
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