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Interview with Mr. K.V. 

Kuggatharan, Head of London A/L 
Section 

 
Mr. Kuggatharan is an educationist 
indeed, having served at College for 
nigh on fifteen years, ten of them at the 
Local College Science section. Books on 
Biology cram the bookshelf in his office, 
and his phone is constantly ringing, with 
representatives from the British Council, 
and various Heads of Section online, 
demanding his time.  
 
Out of Curiosity, did you volunteer 
for this job after Mr. Pinto left, or was 
it offered to you? 
 
The job was offered to me by the 
College Administration. I accepted the 
offer as I wished to raise the standards of 
the London A/L Section, and nurture it 
as best I could. It is my wish, as well as 
the wish of the Warden and Sub-
Warden, to build up an understanding 
atmosphere between students and 
teachers here at the London section.  
 
I was second to Mr. Pinto for two to 
three years. I was head of London A/L 
Science, under him, and most of the co-
ordination between the British Council, 
as well as foreign universities, and S. 
Thomas’ London Section was handled 
by me. I felt secure in taking up the post. 
 
 
 

September was a disappointing month that 
saw the Thomians meekly conceding the 
“Gunaratne Shield” to the Royalists at 
Rugby. It has been a couple of years since 
the Royalists proved themselves worthy 
opponents. The challenge is now open to 
the Thomians to wrest back the trophy  next 
year by combining discipline, dedication, 
and determination with skill, and strategy. 
The editors wish all Thomian ruggerites the 
best in their future encounters. 
 
On a Brighter note, the Ternion proudly 
announces that our own immediate past 
chief editor A.D. Pushparajah passed his A 
Levels with 3As. Congratulations! 
 
Even though the 3rd term is a term we 
should traditionally reserve for academics, 
everyone knows that there are some events 
in the calendar as always to distract us. The 
much looked forward to Dr. R.L Hayman 
Water polo encounter has begun to work on 
minds of Thomians young and not so 
young. We trust Shivane and his team to 
restore the D.R. Hayman trophy to its 
rightful place from where it was wrested 
last year by the Royalists after 14 years. 
 
The College choir has begun practicing for 
the Carol Service, that most important 
Thomian event that is one of the most 
anticipated features on the Anglican 
calendar. This issue’s lead article is 
dedicated to our choir. 
 
The Ternion also congratulates Eranga 
Alwis the only Thomian student who 
represented Sri Lanka at the recently held 
South Asian Games and achieved a Bronze 
Medal in squash. We wish him the very best 
in his future endeavours. 
 
Esto Perpetua. 

   EDITORIAL 



Are you happy to be teaching here? 
I am content with my post. I am trying 
my best to keep the London A/L 
standards for discipline, education, and 
every other activity. It is a daunting task, 
but I feel the section is doing well. 
 
What do you feel about the students’ 
behavior, here at the London A/L 
Section; it seems to be weighing you 
down, most of the time. 
 
I think that there are disciplinary 
problems all over the school, and they 
are not restricted to the London A/L 
Section only. Boys are boys, and at this 
age, I’m sure every generation was 
unruly; however, the boys are not 
beyond the teachers’ control.  
 
Sir, are there any improvements you 
feel you’ve brought about to the 
London A/L Section, since you took 
over as Head? 
 
Yes, several things. For one, I feel the 
standard of teachers has improved. Our 
teachers are now better equipped to give 
the students the proper tutelage that they 
require. The students too, feel this 
change. The current London A/L faculty 
is up to the mark in every way. There is 
indication of this in the fact that good 
students from International schools are 
choosing to study instead at S. Thomas’.  
 
Secondly, I am attempting, along with 
the College Administration, to upgrade 
our Chemistry and Physics laboratories, 
in accordance with the needs of the 
London A/L syllabus. In fact, the 
Edexcel, for conducting of classes, and 
examinations, now recommends our 
laboratories. I also feel that our 
relationship with the British Council and 
the Edexcel has improved. The Warden 

has catalyzed this. The level of 
interaction between the parents and 
teachers of the students of the London 
A/L section has improved. We now meet 
whichever parent we must, in order to 
ensure that the students’ needs are 
attended to. This seldom happened in the 
past.  
 
Are there any improvements that you 
would like to make in the future, here 
at the London A/L section? 
 
Yes. We hope to give our students a 
little more practice for their exams, by 
having fortnight test and weekly tutorial 
classes, after school. I would like to 
restart the e-education system, and we 
are waiting for the IT section of the 
school to aid us in that. Furthermore, I 
would like to upgrade the computer labs 
of the section in order to provide the 
students with better facilities.  
 
Finally, because of the flexibility of the 
Edexcel exams, we have some problems 
regarding timetable arrangements. 
Students have more free periods than is 
healthy. I will take steps to rectify this. 
The opening of the new Library will 
help. The Warden has appointed three 
subject coordinators for Science, Math 
and Commerce, in order to improve the 
standard of education. 
 
Do you feel that there are any 
outstanding batches out of all the 
batches that you’ve seen so far?  
 
I would say the current Coll. A batch is 
quite outstanding, based on their results 
at the recent exams. 
 
In your opinion, Sir, how does the 
London A/L System compare with 
that of the Local A/L system? 
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“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
-Martin Luther King Jr.- 



When compared with the Local A/L 
system, the London A/L system is 
flexible, and tests a student’s basic 
intelligence, and their practical concepts 
of every subject. Our curriculum is 
broader than that of the Local A/L’s; 
however, the topics are not covered as 
deeply. So it is possible for any student 
to get decent results, with the London 
A/L system, as long as they work hard. 
However, the Local Section is extremely 
rigid, and requires a much larger 
workload in order to achieve University 
entrance grades.  
 
Finally, Sir, is there any message you 
would like to convey to the student 
body? 
 
To the students of the London A/L’s, I 
say, since you are consuming more 
capital than any of the other students at 
College, as well as your exam fees being 
much higher than usual, please work 
hard, despite your extra-curricular 
activities, so that you do not waste your 
parents’ money. 
 
To the general student body, I would like 
to convey to you the fact that 
absenteeism are becoming an increasing 
problem in every section. Most A/L 
students depend on private tuition, and 
they do not feel the need to listen to our 
own teachers, failing to realize that our 
teachers are carefully selected, and are 
excellent educationists. They are chosen 
for their competence and academic 
standards. They have been filtered and 
chosen for the betterment of you; the 
student. Please take advantage of our 
own school’s resources. Attend school 
regularly. That is my only message to 
you at this time. 
 
 

Thomians Slam Dunk Peterites 
 
The Under 19 basketball team emerged 
champions in the St. Sebastian College 
Invitational Basketball tournament that 
was held from the 15th to the 17th of 
September. In the first round they easily 
beat St. Joseph College and arch-rivals 
Royal College. This advanced them into 
the semi-finals in which they trounced 
the hosts St. Sebastian’s College in a 
spectacular match. In the finals the 
Thomians had to face a confident St. 
Peters outfit. But in the end the boys 
from Bambalapitiya were no match for 
the in-form Thomians who triumphantly 
defeated the Peterites 66 to 59. 
 
Charith Fernando was judged as the best 
offensive player and Andrew Alphonsus 
was declared the most valuable player of 
the tournament.  
 
Cricketers lose out 
 
The Under 17 cricket team was knocked 
out of the all-island Under 17 Astra 
Trophy Cricket Tournament after a 
tragic loss in the quarter finals.  
 
Their win against Dharmaraja College, 
Kandy during the last month advanced 
them into the quarter finals where they 
were defeated by St. Peter’s College, 
Bambalapitiya on the 19th of September. 
Let’s hope that they will bounce back in 
the upcoming season matches. 
 
Table tennis - old versus young 
 
There will be a friendly table tennis 
match between the past and present table 
tennis players of College. It will be held 
on the 7th of October at the College 
Sports Complex. The organizers invite 
all interested to be there. 
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“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” 
-Martin Luther King Jr.- 



Thomians Checkmate Western 
Province 
 
The College Chess team emerged 
champions at the recently concluded 
Western province chess tournament held 
at the Ladies College. They were 
undefeated throughout the tournament 
which featured the participation of over 
thirty schools. The following were 
awarded Gold medals for noteworthy 
performances:- 
 
R.T.A. Fernando 
S.A. Abeysinghe 
Y.E. Sri Nissanka 
 
The College chess team was also placed 
6th in the All Island Chess tournament 
held at Royal College  
 
We congratulate them on their 
achievements. 
 
Rugby 
 
The College Rugger team after a 
lackluster performance ended their 
season on a low note at the annual 
Michael Gunaratne Trophy-Royal 
Thomian Encounter. 
 
The Royal-Thomian Rugby encounter 
proved to be a disappointment as the 
College � V rugger team lost to the 
royalists 35-0, the U-17 too did not fare 
well in their match against the Royalist 
U-17 side. Despite these setbacks the 
ruggerites did well to win the Lady 
Jayathilake  shield beating St.Josephs 
College 31-17,  Thurstan College 37-0 
and Ananda College 22-3    
    
Wesley College organized a rugby 
tournament and the College under-15 

side did well to emerge 2nd runners up in 
their age group. 
 
A wave of Water polo 
 
The College Water Polo Team was 
immensely successful in the recently 
concluded Water Polo Nationals 
Tournament held at the Sugathadasa 
Indoor Stadium where they emerged 
Champions beating Royal College 7 – 3. 
 
The dates for the Annual Royal Thomian 
Water polo clash for the Dr. R.L. 
Hayman trophy have been released. The 
first leg will be held at the Royal College 
pool on the 27th of October while the 
second leg will be at the College pool on 
the11th of November. The College team 
is captained by Shivane Wijeratnam.  
 
Stickers doing well 
 
The U-18 National schools Hockey 
championships were held on the 10th to 
the 18th of September in Matale. The 
college team did well to come 4th in this 
tournament in which 32 schools 
participated. Results -: 
S.T.C. vs. Sirisumana MMV- won 8-0. 
Pre quarters 
S.T.C. vs. Trinity College Kandy- won 
1-0. 
Quarters 
S.T.C. vs. Wijaya College Matale- won 
2-1. 
Semi Finals  
S.T.C. vs. S.T.C. Matale- lost 0-3 
    
Unfortunately the U-18 team lost to 
Zahira College Matale in the match to 
decide the 2nd runners up by 1 to 2. 
However, the college team has 
performed well beyond their 
expectations. The Editors wish to 
congratulate them on their performance 
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“In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” 
-Martin Luther King Jr.- 



The Chapel of Transfiguration stands in 
its awesome grandeur. In the distance a 
piano sounds; A chord, four claps and 
the humbling silence of the chapel swept 
away by the quartet of voices echoing 
through the School in unison and perfect 
harmony and there, I was quite 
awestruck listening to the Thomian 
Choir at practice. 
 
The S.Thomas’ College choir has always 
been part and parcel of this Anglican 
School and boasts of great tradition and 
service in the name of God. Originally 
begun as the College Chapel was 
consecrated, the Choir has maintained 
great heights over the years. 
 
Going back to the beginning of the 
College Choir where it was just a group 
of boys interested in Classical Music 
gathering at the “Thalassa” to listen to 
Choral Music; the Choir has come a long 
way to achieving a status par excellence. 
As the interest of Choral Worship in 
Chapel prevailed in many Wardens of 
yesteryear this enthusiasm was carried 
on to the students as well. 
 
The College Choir is also equipped with 
a few unique features. It is the only 
Choir in Sri Lanka to be registered under 
the Royal Choral Music Association 
which is a great honour and a tribute for 
a schoolboy Choir. 
 
The Choir is one of the busiest outfits of 
College with events of various 
importance coming up each week. 
Beginning with the Sunday Service in 
the morning at Chapel, the choir is 
always present for Chapel on weekdays 
and for weddings. 
 
When asked why the Choristers are not 
that keen on participating in various 

competitions held for choirs they are of 
the opinion that the Choir was made to 
praise God and that motive should be the 
sole purpose of the Choir. 
 
The main events for the College Choir 
are the Feast of the Transfiguration on 
the 6th of August, which is a service 
dedicated to the Chapel itself, and the 
trademark service in the yuletide season 
is the Festival of Nine Lessons. This is a 
service consisting of nine chosen 
readings from the Bible accompanied by 
the choir with a carol corresponding to 
each reading. 
 
This years Carol Service will be the 60th 
Carol Service and it is interesting to note 
that the Choir of S.Thomas’ College 
initiated this type of service in Sri 
Lanka. Rev. Canon Roy. Yin was 
responsible for this tradition and it has 
become one of the most awaited events 
of the Thomian Calendar. 
 
The Choir over the years has borne great 
fruit under the guidance of none other 
than Mr. Russell Bartholemeusz who 
himself was a student of Rev. Yin. He 
was also a pioneer of the true Anglican 
form of worship, which was under threat 
a few decades ago; and he is also known 
for his skill as a choir master who 
trained voices of outstanding quality. A 
striking feature of his training was being 
far away from the choir but still able to 
train perfectly. 
 
When we asked about his training a few 
of the Choristers said that despite his 
tough ways he was a jolly old soul 
whose immaculate training was the 
beginning of their lives as choristers.  
 
Some also elaborated on the fact that Mr. 
Bartholomeusz was very close to his 
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“Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night 
already devoid of stars... Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” 

-Martin Luther King Jr.- 



choristers and many a time related 
stories of his bygone life. It was no 
wonder that his faithful trainees showed 
true appreciation of this mentor of the 
Choir through their production, “To sir 
with love” Last August. 
 
At Present the Choir is trained by Mr. 
Vinodh Senadheera who himself is a 
strict disciplinarian but the reporter was 
amused to watch the choir in session full 
of smiles instead of being very stiff as 
usual choirs are. It showed that singing 
was not only a part of their responsibility 
in the Choir but it was definitely passion 
that kept them dwelling in the House of 
God inspite of the Rumbling Stomachs 
after school. 
 
Most of these lads have been in the choir 
since their lower school days and it has 
definitely become a part of their lives. 
We may expect even better things from 
this reputed choir and may the harmony 
carry S. Thomas’ through the years 
ahead. 
 
 
Buck Boots De Saram 
 
 It was an extraordinary day of football 
when the inter-house tournament was 
worked off at the small club grounds on 
the 23rd of September. In the league 
round De Saram House beat all four 
Houses, and Buck House won two drew 
one and lost to De Saram. However, 
after that League Champions De Saram 
lost to the Rampant Buck House Team 1 
nil at extra time mainly due to some fine 
keeping by Goal Keeper P.J Peter. Lots 
of new talent was discovered and the 
College team is well on its way to a 
successful Royal Thomian this year.  
 
 

Debaters talk their way into the 
Quarter-Finals!  
 
Both the 'A' and 'B' teams of the English 
Debating Society got through to the 
quarterfinals of the Dr. N.M. Perera 
Challenge Trophy.  
 
In the second round, our 'A' team faced 
Nalanda College's Debating on the 17th 
of September, and beat them in what was 
a stimulating debate enjoyed by the 
audience. 
 
The College 'B' team having beaten 
Stafford ‘A’ in the 2nd round, qualified to 
the Semi-Finals of the aforementioned 
tournament by beating the Royal College 
‘B’ team in the Quarters.  
 
All in all the month of September has 
been an extremely satisfying one for the 
English Debating Society, and we wish 
it the best of luck for the remainder of 
the tournament. 
 
 
Scouts in South Korea 
 
Five scouts from S. Thomas' College 
were part of a group of ten from Sri 
Lanka, who went to South Korea to take 
part in the 2nd International Patrol 
Jamboree. The Thomian Scouts who 
took part in the event were: 
 
N.D. Bastianz (Patrol Leader) 
V.R. Ladduwahetty  
H.A. De Mel 
P. Udalagama 
A. Aponsu 
 
51 countries and over 10,000 scouts took 
part in this exciting event which gave 
scouts from all over the world a chance 
to have fun, make friends and interact 
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“We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools.” 
-Martin Luther King Jr.- 



with people from various cultures and 
nationalities.   
 
Interact Membership Drive 
 
The Interact Club held a membership 
drive on the 8th of September in the 
College Hall, with students from Form V 
to Upper VI present. At this event, the 
students listened to Interact Past 
President Devinda Ekanayake and 
District Interact Representative Thesula 
Rambadagalle about their experiences in 
the Interact Club. Undoubtedly, they 
gave many young students the impetus 
to join the Interact Club. 
 
Rusiru Abeysinghe, an Old Boy of 
College, spoke about social service; and 
how it requires concentrated and 
frequent efforts on the part of 
participating Clubs or Societies to be 
effective. 
 
UN Day 
 
The United Nations Club of S. Thomas' 
College will be holding the annual 
College United Nations Day on the 17th 
of October. This event not only 
celebrates the founding of the United 
Nations organisation but all deals with 
contemporary issues in society. The 
theme for the College UN Day for this 
year is “It is tough being young” which 
we as Thomians can all relate to. 
 
Commerce Day 
 
The Commerce Day of S.Thomas' 
College was held on the 22nd of 
September at the College Hall. This was 
well attended by both visiting schools 
and Students of the Commerce Section 
as well.  
 

The Chief Guest at the event was Mr 
Ray Abeywardene. Mr. R. Athukorale 
was at the event as a motivational 
speaker. A drama and a singing session 
was also part of the day organized by the 
students of the Commerce Section. All 
in all it was yet another highly 
Successful Commerce day. 
 
Leo Club in World Children's Day 
Celebrations 
 
The Leo Club of S. Thomas' College, in 
collaboration with the Dehiwela-
Mt.Lavinia Municipal Council, Lions 
Club International District 306 C2 and 
Lions Club Udahamulle celebrated 
World Children's Day on the 1st of 
October at the S. De S. Jayasinghe 
Grounds, Dehiwela.  
 
The day was full of exciting activities 
and gave hundreds of less fortunate 
students a chance to have some fun on a 
day dedicated to them. For this reason, 
the Club had collected confectionery 
items to distribute at the event.  
 
The Leo Club wishes to thank all those 
who contributed towards this project. 
 
World Peace Day Assembly  
 
There was a special assembly held on 
the 21st September by the Productive 
Citizenship Club, to commemorate 
World Peace Day. There were speeches 
on peace from the aspect of each of the 
four main religions in this country. 
There was also a speech by club member 
M.I. Omar regarding peace. Throughout 
the day, club members went from 
classroom to classroom selling 
commemorative pins. 
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“All progress is precarious, and the solution of one problem brings us face to face with 
another problem.” 

-Martin Luther King Jr.- 
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